
It is my pleasure to present to you the first issue of the quarterly 

newsletter of the Institute for Historical Justice and Reconciliation. 

The IHJR is dedicated to promoting tolerance and understanding in 

divided societies by examining disputed historical legacies and dis-

pelling  the myths that are created around those histories.   

The core objective of IHJR projects is creating and disseminating shared narratives, 

using various media, such as publications, internet, documentaries and photo exhibi-

tions. We initiate projects which engage scholars, civil society and educators, to pro-

vide the society they live in the necessary tools to obtain an accurate and multi-

perspective view of contested historical events. We also aim to support and inspire 

others with our approach, in order to use history as a means for fostering peace-

building efforts. Currently the Institute is active Kenya, Armenia and Turkey, the for-

mer Yugoslavia and the Middle East.  

Our hope is that the newsletter encourages you to engage with us in a sustained dia-

logue. 

Catherine Cissé-van den Muijsenbergh  

Words from our  
Executive Director  

An afternoon with...Wim Blockmans 
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Ana Deviç ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )(*2 

Yugoslavia project held in The Hague, February 2010. 

This was her first meeting, and a great opportunity to 

ask some questions on how she experiences the pro-

ject and cooperation within the group.              Page 8 

Interview with... Ana $ÅÖÉç  

News from the office in The Hague 

IHJR is a young and dynamic organization with inter-

national staff, consultants and advisors. In our first 

newsletter, we would like to introduce our consult-

ants, staff and the projects that we currently are 

working on.                                                                       Page 3   

Publications 

IHJR is delighted to present its newest publications: 

Two Sides of the Coin, Zoom In: Palestinian Refugees 

of 1948, Remembrances and Sacred Sites in the Holy 

Land, on Israel and Palestine as well as Political Myths 

in the Former Yugoslavia.                                   Page 2 
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Professor Wim Blockmans, former Rector of the Neth-

erlands Institute for Advanced Study, is interviewed 

by IHJR. He answers questions related to national 

identity, integration of minorities, political myths and 

historians.                                                                          Page 4 
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Publications 

Zoom In: Palestinian Refugees of 1948, Remembrances. 

 

Collective volume written by a group of Israeli and Palestinian scholars and published in both Arabic 

and Hebrew. The book approaches the theme of 1948 Palestinian refugees through pictures and indi-

vidual student reactions to them. The authors underline not only the need for a better understanding 

ÏÆ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÆ ÅØÃÌÕÓÉÖÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÏÔÈÅÒȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȢ  

 

Order the  Arabic/English edition hardback or paperback 

Order the Hebrew/English edition hardback or  paperback 

Two Sides of the Coin: Independence and Nakba 1984, Two Narratives of the 1948 War and its 

outcome.  

 

Two Sides of Coin: Independence and Nakba 1948 is a unique joint enterprise between an Israeli and a 

Palestinian historian, who take the reader on a journey to the events of the 1948 War, by offering 

multi-perspective narratives. The publication is accompanied by 24 maps which provide a new and 

powerful insight into 1948.  

 

Order  the  Arabic /English edition hardback or paperback 

Order the Hebrew/English edition hardback or  paperback 

Sacred Sites in the Holy Land: Historical and Religious Perspectives 

 
The overall aim of this report is to encourage tolerance and understanding by familiarizing both sides 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÏÔÈÅÒȭȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
religious significance of holy places in an area and time of heated conflict in which some of these sites 
are major symbols of national strife.  
 
For the English edition, click here 
For the Hebrew edition, click here 
For the Arabic edition, click here  
 

Political Myths in the Former Yugoslavia and Successor States: A Shared Narrative  

 

Edited by Vjekoslav Perica and Darko Gavrilovic, with contributions by selected scholars from differ-

ent Balkan countries. The book attempts to dispel political myths that fueled the Balkan conflict and 

provide an alternative approach of historical events, based on the method of shared narrative. Con-

ÆÌÉÃÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÁÇÕÅ 7ÁÒ 4ÒÉÂÕÎÁÌȭÓ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄȢ 

 
Order the  hardback 

Order the  paperback  

https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=113
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=130
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=127
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=128
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=129
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=112
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=110
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=111
http://historyandreconciliation.org/publications/includes/sacred_sites-english.pdf
http://historyandreconciliation.org/publications/includes/sacred_sites-hebrew.pdf
http://historyandreconciliation.org/publications/includes/sacred_sites-arabic.pdf
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=108
https://www.rolpub.com/product_info.php?products_id=109

















